[Acute cholecystitis: percutaneous transhepatic drainage].
Despite emerging endoscopic techniques for treatment of gallbladder diseases the operative cholecystectomy is the treatment of choice in acute cholecystitis. Percutaneous cholecystostomy is an alternative treatment modality in poor surgical risk patients. In 19 out of 36 patients with percutaneous cholecystostomy no subsequent cholecystectomy was performed. A long-term observation of these 19 patients showed normal function of the gallbladder in ultrasound studies, thus percutaneous drainage can be a definitive treatment for acute cholecystitis in selected cases.